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F PSALM LXXII. . 
Give the King thy Judgments, O God, 
* and thy Righteouſneſs unto the King's 


Son. 


5 


HE Title of this Pſalm tells us 
that it was compoſed for Solomon : 
Probably at the Time when he was 
firſt ſet upon the Throne of Hfrael. 
And the Cloſe of the Pſalm tells us 
| it was the laſt Compoſition of Da- 

vid. Being left with his Son as a Plan of Govern- 
ment, by obſerving which, he might make both 
himſelf and his People happy. 

The whole Pſalm may be interpreted as Myſti- 
cal; prophetically deſcribing the 
Reign of that Son of David, whoſe Ver. 5. 
Kingdom is throzghout all Generations; 
and of whom only it can be ſaid, that all Nations 
ſhall ſerve him. Nor can we well imagine other- 
wiſe, than that He, who had ſuch clear Notions 
of the promiſed Meſſiah, ſhould in a particular 
manner, when dying, comfort himſelf with the 
Proſpett of ſo gracious and glorious a Reign; at 
the ſame Time inſtructing his immediate Succeſſor 
to conform himſelf, as much as might be, to ſuch 
a Temper and Government as that of ]zsus 
C unis r. And for this Reaſon, as well as for 
his own Solace, David, in the Style of a Prophet, 
ſets before Solomon the Honour and Happineſs that 
ſhould accompany and flow from ſuch an Admini- 
ſtration. A 2 If 


4 Of Praying 2 the King. 

If the Kings of the Earth would make the R x- 
DEEMER's Reign the Pattern of theirs, for Righ- 
teouſneſs and Compaſſion, we might then hope to 
ſee the Bleſſings here ſpoke of every where multi- 
plied and ſecured. 

Such Inſtruftions as theſe, the Pſalmiſt took a 
moſt effectual way to render ſerviceable to his 
Son, by introducing them with Prayer for him, 
And this he was not content to do alone, but pen- 
ning his Petitions for common Uſe, he taught all 
his Subjects to join in the ſame Interceſſions for 
their King. Give the King thy Judgments, O God, 
and thy Righteouſneſs unto the King's Son. 

Solomon, no doubt, is the Perſon meant both 
by the King, and the King's Son; for he was not 
only made a King , but deſcended from one. 
However, the Reaſon of David's mentioning this, 
was not to ſignify his immediate, Hereditary Right 
tothe Kingdom, (for Adonijah was his elder Bro- 
ther) but to ſignify his being the Heir of the Pro- 
_ which above every ,Thing David had a re- 

to, 

"Unto ſuch Prayers as theſe, we have abundant 
Reaſon to aſcribe the after Glories of that Reign. 
And had Solomon been as wiſe for himſelf, as he 
was for his People, he had been happy beyond 
Expreſſion. Tis certain that IJſrael grew very 
great, and rich, and proſperous, and all from the 
Impreſſions that were made on the Mind of their 
King, by theſe Inſtructions, and in anſwer to theſe 
Interceſſions. | 

Let us follow this great Example in praying for 
Him that has now the Crown of this Kingdom 
ſet upon his Head. And as the Supplicant m our 
Text well knew what Petitions were fit to be of- 
fer'd for Kings, let this be our Directory. 1 
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Of Praying for the King. 5 
Whilſt ſome may be thought Great enough to 
adviſe the King, and propoſe Rules of Govern- 
ment to him: Whilſt others may think themſelves 
Viſe enough to give Intelligence what will be done 
by him, we may account our ſelves happy enough 
if we can but be ſucceſsful in praying for him. 
And yet I will venture to ſay too, that he is truly 
the greateſt Man who has a prevailing Intereſt in 
the Court of Heaven; and he is the wiſeſt Man 
that looks for all good from thence, 

The Prayers of thoſe that lye at a diftance from 
the Throne, may have a greater Influence upon 
the Heart of Him that is ſeated on it, than all the 
Counſels of thoſe that are about him, And as by 
ſuch Applications to Heaven we are leaſt likely to 
give Ottence, ſo we may be moſt capable of 
doing Service. It ſhall, therefore, be my whole 
Buſineſs in the following Diſcourſe to ſhew, 


I. What we are here directed to Pray for, as in- 
cluded in thete two Words, Fudgments and 
Righteouſneſs, | 

IT. The Reaſon we have thus to Pray for Kings. 
And fo conclude with ſome proper Reflecti- 
ons upon the whole. 


I, What are we here directed to Pray for, when 
we ask of God his Judgment and Righteouſneſs ? 
Theſe two Words may be conſidered as including 
in them all that is needful, both to the good Go- 
vernment, and Proſperity of Kings; as will ap- 
pear by a diſtinct enlarging on them. 

1. Let us enquire what is meant by the Fudg- 
ments of God. A very great Critic in the Jew: 
Learning tells us, upon the uſe of this Word el 
where, that as Statutes ſignify'd thoſe Things 
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6 Of Praying for the King. 


which were only made Laws by a poſitive Com- 
mand; ſo Judgments included all thoſe Things 
that carried their own Reaſon and Equity along 
with them F. The Subſtance therefore of what the * 
Pſalmiſt prays for, when he asks for his Son God's © 
Judgments, is, that he might have a true Senſe of 
every Thing reaſonable and fit to be done, either 

in the enacting, or executing of Laws; and that 

he might have a ſpecial regard to the Declarations 

of Almighty God in all. 

So that by this Expreſſion we are taught to Pray 
for our King in ſuch a manner as this; 

That he may not act Arbitrarily, as governin 
meerly by Will and Humour, 2 may in a 
Things ſhew a ſupreme Regard to Reaſon and 
Judgment, That He may not Govern without 
Law, by pleading and exerting his Power and Pre- 
rogative ; but may always adhere to the Laws of 
the Land, and eſpecially may look to the Law of 
God as the Rule of all He does, 

Again, That he may be Wiſe and Juſt in all pub- 
lick Treaties, managing them with the ſtricteſt 
Truth, and maintaining them with an unſhaken 
Fidelity: That no Articles of Alliance may ever 
be falſly ſigned, or diſhonourably broke by him. 

Further, We Pray that he may judge rightly in 
the -_—_ of Laws from Time to Time. That 
ill Men may be under neceſſary Reſtraints and 
Correction; but that Men of Honeſty and Inte- 
grity, may have all proper Encouragement. That | 
the ſeveral How! of Men may be impartially con- 
ſidered, wiſely ſtated, and ſafely preſerved. That 
every Man's Birthright may be ſecured to him; 
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Of Praying for the King. 7 
and that all his acquired Rights, I mean thoſe Ad- 
yantages which he has procur'd by Wiſdom or 
Induſtry, may be quietly poſſeſs*'d and enjoyed; 
and, eſpecially, that his Ręligious Rights, the Li- 
berty of judging for himſelf in Things that con- 
cern only the Worſhip of God, and the future Sal- 
vation of his Soul, may be inviolably maintained. 

And here we ſhould pray that particular Promi- 
ſes of this Nature, after they are made, may be 
religiouſly and ſtrictly obſerved, 

To proceed, in praying that God would give 
the King his Judgments, we ask for him a heavenly 
skill and diſcerning in executing, as well as making 
Laws; that he may be enabled rightly to diſtri- 
bute publick Rewards and Puniſhments, That 
ſuch as are moſt eminent for Knowledge and Wiſ- 
dom in his Affairs, as alſo for Integrity and Up- 
rightneſs in their Behaviour, may be promoted to 
Places of Power and Truſt: And that the Igno- 
rant, the Infolent, the Mercenary, and the de- 
ceitful Man, may never be able to tarry in his 
ſight, or at leaſt, may not be empower'd to att in 
his Name. 

That He may have Judgment from God, to 
make Choice of proper Perſons for every Buſineſs 
and Commiſſion, 

That ſuch as are ſent Abroad to Foreign Courts, 
may be choſen and truſted, according to the Di- 
rection of that wiſe King, who has obſerved, That 
a wicked Meſſenger falleth into Miſchief, but a faith- 
ful Ambaſſador is Health, Prov. 13. 17. 

That He may have Counſellors alſo, like the 
Men of Iſachar of old; Men underſtanding the 
Times, that knew what Iſrael ought to do *, Such as 


* 1 Chron, 12. 32. 


have 


8 Of Praying for the King, 


have the Spirit- of Counſel reſting upon them +; and 
not like thoſe Counſellors of the King of Egypt, 


whoſe Wiſdom became brutiſh ||. 

That in the King's Houſhold He may have every 
Office and Place of Truſt fill'd with Men like Jo- 
ſeph, that was over the Houſe of Pharo; diſcreet 
and wiſe in all that was committed to him, Gen, 


41 


nnn... 


* 


39. 
That all the Commiſſioners of Taxes, and Ex- 
actors of the King's Dues, may be Peace and Righ- 
teouſneſs ; not given to Violence or Falſbood, or to 
do any Thing that is oppreſſive, Iſa. 60, 17, 18. 

That thoſe who ſit by the King's Appointment 
in Courts of Judicature, may diſcern aright in the 
Cauſes that are brought before them, and may be 
impartial in decreeing Juſtice : That ſuch Iniqui- 
ties as are to be puniſh'd by the Fudge *, may not e- 
ſcape ; and that Judgment in no caſe may be per- 
verted; Deut. 21.17. 

That ſuch may be choſen to be inferiour ¶ Magi- 
ſtrates, and put in Commiſſions of Peace throughout 
the Nation, as are Men of exemplary Goodneſs 
and Integrity ; Lovers of God, their King, and 
their Country, and careful to ſuppreſs whateyer 
is contrary to the real Intereſt of any of theſe, 

Yet further, as it is the Glory of our preſent 
King to be a profeſſed Chriſtian, and Proteſtant, we 
ſhould intreat That mighty Lord, whoſe Reign and 
Government the Pſalm before us foretels, and who 
has now all Things actually committed to him, that 
He would confer upon our Soveraign all ſaving 
Graces, and ruling Virtues; and ſo enable Him, 
both by his Example, and Authority, to adorn 
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+ Ia. 11. 2. Iſa. 19. 11. * Job 31. 28. 
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þ Of Praying for the King. 9 


the Doctrine of God our Saviour, and to defend 
the Faith of the Goſpel in its Purity, againſt all 
the Enemies and Corrupters of it. That He may 
Y haue ſuch Wiſdom and Judgment in all Matters o 
- Religion, as never to try the Obedience of any 
et of his Subjects, by Commands that would invade 


n. the Province of the great Father of Spirits, and 

Governour of Conſciences; nor ever narrow his 
* Thoughts to any Articles or Canons of Mens pre- 
h- . -ſcribing, ſo as to exclude thoſe from his Favour 


to ; and Protection, that ſincerely believe, and would 
| cheerfully comply with, every Thing which they ap- 


nt prehend is revealed, or required in the Word of God. 
he And here we may Pray, that ſuch as are called 
be by the King to miniſter before Him in ſacred Things, 
1 may be enabled ſo to explain, and enforce the great 
e- Truths of Religion, as to ſhow chat they are not 


r- © ſeeking themſelves, or ſiding with any, by making 
the Scripture ſubſervient to their own, or others 
temporal Intereſt and Deſigns ; but that they may 
ut ſpeak at all Times, as becomes the Oracles of God, 
ſs and may behave themſelves ſuitably to their Cha- 
id racters and Profeſſion : That, by their means the 
er _ Judgments of God may be known and kept in 
mind, and have a happy Influence on all publick 
nf _ Adminiſtrations. 
ve Once more, as Puniſhments are neceſſary in ſome 
id Caſes, (when gentleneſs and forbearance toward 


10 particular Perſons may prove an Injury to the 
at whole Community) ſo we ſhould pray that Ju- 
S ſtice may take place in puniſhing all that Wicked- 
A. 


== neſs and Impiety that * any way threaten the 
rn Public. I mean, when ſuch Iniquities break out, 
_ 82 either diſquiet the Land, and excite dangerous 

2 Animoſities and Diviſions; or elſe defile the Land, 
and would bring down Judgments from Heaven if 
ſuffered to ſpread and prevail. 
4 | „ And 
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10 Of Praying for the King. 

And ſince it is mention'd as one Glory of that 
Reign, deſcribed after our Text, that the O 4.5 
for ſhould be broken to Pieces, we may be here direct- 
ed to Pray, that ſuch as are for perſecuting others, 
may feel all the Marks of a juſt Diſpleaſure them- 
ſelves, as far as may be neceſſary to ſubdue their 
Tempers, and to reſcue the Oppreſſed from their 
Power and Malice. 

All theſe Things we may look upon as included 
in this Petition, Give the King thy Judgments, O God. 

2, Let us now enquire what is meant by the 
Righteouſneſs pray'd for in the following part of 
the Verſe. Upon the Uſe of this Word in the 
Propheſy of Iſaiah, Gataker tells us, that it ſignifies 
not caly a gracious Diſpoſition of Mind in us, but 
the Benignity of God toward us ; and this he proves 
from ſeveral other Places of Scripture &: And 
then, as Righteouſneſs or Benignity 1s put for the 
Fruit or Effect of it, fo it ſignifies a Confluence of all 
good Things; or A State well compoſed, and wanting 
nothing to its Tee Gen . This he adds, 
is called God's Righteouſneſs, becauſe it comes from 
him ; and *tis called the Righteouſneſs of a Perſon, 
or People, becauſe conferr'd an them: Of both 
which he produceth ſeveral Inſtances. 

When David, therefore, requeſts this Righte. 
ouſneſs for his Son, he defires, that he may be in- 
tereſted in the Grace and Favour of God; and 
being conformed, as much as may be, to his Cle- 
mency and Benignity; may have all the Bleſſings 
which reſult from thence, Ea 

The Particulars included may be ſuch as theſe, 
When we intreat the Favour of Almighty God 
for the King, we Pray that all the Perfections of 
the Deity may be engaged for him, and with him 


* See the Aſſemblies Annotations on Iſa. 48. 18, 3 
and 
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Of Praying for the King. 


and that he may have a very inward and prevail- 


« 7 


ing Senſe of their being ſo; that he may look to 
Infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, and to the 
never failing Care of a Divine Providence, as con- 


tinually guiding, protecting, and bleſſing him in 


all his Adminiſtrations, That, by this means, 


his Heart may be fixed, truſting in God ; neither 


fearing evil Perſons, nor evil Tidings, but judging 


the People with Righteouſneſs, and the Poor with 


Fudgment *. 

That Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, and Lying, 
and Flattery, and Slander, and Contentions, an 
every ſcandalous Immorality, may be diſcounte- 


nanced, but that the Righteous may flouriſhF. That 


Mercy and Clemency may take Place, and fo the 


meaneſt Subjects the King has may be as dear to 


him as they are to God ||, That his Fame may 


be great for Goodneſs and Compaſſion, defending 
and ſuccouring thoſe that fly to him for Relief and 


Protection: Yea, concerning himſelf as tenderly 


for the Lives and Souls of the loweſt, as the high- 


eſt of his People; and redeeming thoſe from Deceit 


and Violence, who are otherwiſe like to be ruined 


- ſuch as are too Subtle, or too Mighty for 
them *. 


* 


And then may all the Bleſſings that flow from 


the Favour of Heaven, and a mereiful Admini- 


tration, every where abound. That all Ranks 


| ; and Degrees of Men, in every part of the King's 


Dominions may be made truly happy. That 


thoſe, more particularly 


who have been unjuſtly 
expos'd to Reproach and 


Contempt, may dwell 


nn Safety and Comfort; and God, even their own 


13 * 1 3, 14. 
* 


2 


— 


* Ver. 3. of thu Pſalm, + Ver. 7. See Biſbop Patrick's 
P, nrapbraſe eite * 8 the ſame Paraphraſe, Verſe 
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God may bleſs them, That Ephraim may not envy © 
Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim; but the Mountains 
may bring Peace to the People, and the little Hills by 
Righteouſneſs X. 

By ſuch a manner of Government, let the King's 
Power and Dominion be greatly encreaſed ; that 
ſuch as dwell in the Wilderneſs, even ſuch as are 
rude and barbarous, may bow before him; and his 
Enemies that refuſe it, may be humbled to the 
Duſt T. That the Princes of other Countries alſo 
may honour him with their Preſents, and may ap- 
proach him with all the Marks of Reſpett ||. 

At the ſame Time, may the Earth be fruit ful 
in yielding her Increaſe, and the City flouriſh &, 
both in its Stores and in its Inhabitants, its Health, 
and its Trade: And may it be our chief Glory to 
have Gop, the Gop of ISRAEL, who only doth 
wondrous Things t, reſiding amongſt us; and from 
one Generation to another let him be acknowled- 
ged and glorified by us. And where-eyer our King 
and Nation are known, and ſpoke of, in the whole 
World, let the Name of our God alſo be glorious ||. 

Thus may the King live long, and proſper, whilſt 
Prayers are continually made for him; and, in the 
nobleſt Inſtances of wile and gracious Government, 
may he daily be praiſed &. 

To compleat all, after his Reign (attended 
with ſo many Bleſſings) has been lengthened out 
to its appointed Period, we ſhould pray that the 
King's Fame and Memory may endure for ever Þ, 
And, in his Poſterity after him, may Ages to come 
be always bleſſed, That the KI N Os Son may 
be every way qualified to be his SucckssoR; in- 
heriting not only the Dominions, but the Virtues, 


* Ver. 3. I Ver. 9. | Ver, 10. * Ver. 16. f Ver. 
18. || Ver. 19. * Ver, 11. Ver. 17. 4 
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andi the Bleſſings of his Father: That his Chil. 
dren alſo may be multiplied, and grow up to a- 
dorn our Court and Kingdom : And that there 
may never be wanting ſuch of the King's Family, 


to fit on his Throne, as may rule in Judgment and 
Righteouſneſs. 


—— 


II. I ſhall now lay before you ſome Reaſons 
why we ſhould thus pray for the King. And as 
cannot urge this more ſeaſonably than at the 
preſent, ſo I doubt not alſo to prove, that it is a 
Matter of very great importance to us, 

1. It is expreſly commanded in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, That known Place, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. may 
ſerve inſtead of many. I exhort, therefore, that 
firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and 
giving of Thanks be made for All Men ; for Kines, 
and for all that are in Authority, This is one Part of 
the whole Counſel of God, that Timothy, as a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, is required to inſiſt on ; And 
tis an Exhortation that every Man, who profeſſes 
himſelf a Chriſtian, 1s bound to obſerve and obey. 
It is ſo very plain, that it admits of no Evaſions ; 
and it is ſo very full, that there are no kind of Pe- 
titions, whether for averting evil things, or be- 
ſtow ing. of good things, or for extraordinary Sup- 
plies on extraordinary Occaſions, but may and 
ſhould be offered for Kings ||. 

2. The firſt Chriſtians were eminent Examples of 
this Practice. Tis a famous Paſlage that we have 
in * Tertullian's Apology for the Chriſtians, where he 


N | wag abs uſed in oo * ts Peinoeis; or Deprecations : 
another i aegreuy as, Supplications: and a third is cdl 
Occaſional — 5 +a * n 
Cap. 30. Oramus pro omnibus Imperatoribus, vitam 
illis prolixam, impetium ſecurum, domum tutam, exerci- 
tus fortes, ſenatum fidelem, populum probum, orbem qui- 
etum, & quæcunque hominis & Caſaris vota ſunt. 
| ſays, 


2 . . 
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ſays, We pray for all the Emperors, that to them may 
be granted long Life, a quiet Reign, a well ſettled 
Family, valiant Armies, a faithful Senate, a loyal 
People, and a peaceful World, with whatever elſe they 
wiſh for, either as Emperors or Men; if, conſider- 
ing Tertullian's Style, it may not better expreſs 
his Senſe to ſay, with whatever elſe are the Wiſhes 
of Prince or People. ©; 
Lat ant ius with greater Elegance ſpeaks to the 
ſame purpoſe, when he tells Conſtantine, In our 
daily Prayers we ſupplicate God, that he would, firſt 
of all, keep You, whom he hath made the Keeper of 
other things; then, that He would inſpire into you 4 


— 


Will, whereby you may ever perſevere in the Love of 


God's Name, which muſt greatly conduce to the Good 
of all, both to you for your Happineſs, and to us for 
our Quiet T. 

And St. Chryſoſtom, in his Homily on that of the 
Apoſtle to Timothy juſt quoted, obſerves, that al- 
tho? Kings did not then worſhip God, but remain- 
ed in Infidelity a long time after ; yet Chriſtians 
were required to pray for them: and leſt it ſhould 
be thought a piece of Flattery to do this for Kings 
alone, when they were Oppoſers of Chriſtianity, 
they are required to pray for all Men, and this 
they dideven for thoſe that deſpitefully uſed them 
and perſecuted them. But then the ſame Author 
further obſerves, that God has commanded a ſpe- 
cial Regard to Kings, as they are appointed for a 
Common and public Good ||, And if the Spirit and 


+ Cui nos quotidianis precibus ſupplicamus, ut te impri- 
mis, quem rerum cuſtodem eſſe voluit, cuſtodiat : deinde 
inſpiret tibi voluntatem, qua ſemper in amore Divini no- 


minis perſeveres; quod eſt omnibus ſalutare, & tibi ad fe- 
Ticitatem, & nobis ad quietem. 


o Ses &5 78 x07 gie, Tos detyas ,YLu fa. 
Hom, U | in Ep, 1. ad Tim” NN IR We ? 
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72 Temper of Chriſtianity could ſo far influence Men 
to pray for Bad Princes, how much more ſhould it 
' inſpire us with the warmeſt Deſires for the Wel- 


7 < beingſhewed roo often, And what addsto all, if 


fare and Proſperity of Good ones. A 
3. Such as are advanced to ſo High a Station 


| ao very much ſtand in need of our Prayers. The 


Affairs which they are called to manage are exceed- 

ing Great, whether we conſider that Influence they 

have in Matters of Religion, or in the Diſpoſal of 
every thing that is dear to Men in this World, It 
was told King William and Queen Mary at their 
Coronation, ©* That Kings had one Preropative, 
« which few of them were willing to make uſe of, 
ce and that is Converting the World, not by Dra- 


“ goons, ſanguinary Laws, or cruel Editts, but: 


ce by Examples of true Religion and good Life, 
Since therefore they have ſuch a mighty Power, 


- ſhould we not pray, that by their means true Pie- 
ty and Religion may be propagated. and brought 
into Requeſt ? | 


And ſhall we not be ſenſible, That they need 


our Prayers in this reſpect, when we conſider what 
: vaſt Temptations they have to caſt off the Fear of 
God, and to att contrary to the Faith and Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel? Having every thing that 

may cheriſh their Frailties and Corruptious, they 
are more in danger than other Men: And h 


| aving 
very few Examples of Religious Princes, that have 


either liv'd before them, or that live in the ſame 
Age with them, they are much more likely to 
> tread in the Steps of thoſe that have done Evil, 


than of ſuch as have done well, in the fight of the, 
Lord. As the Author I juſt now quoted obſerves, 


5 5 The Miracle of a truly Religious Prince is perhaps 


none of the ſmalleſt Effects of Omniporence, 
and it runs not the hazard of loſing its Value by 


we 
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we conſider our Kings as placed at the Head of the 
Church in theſe Nations, yea at the Head of the 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt, at the ſame time that 
they are expoſed to ſuch great Temptations, we 
cannot but think they ſtand in need of the Prayers 
of all their Subjects. And the deeper Senſe of 
Religion any have in themſelves, the more will 
they be concerned to plead for their Soveraign, 
Again, if we look to Civil Affairs; as the com- 
fortable Enjoyment of all worldly things does very 
much depend upon the Conduct of Kings; ſo it 
ſhould be our Care to put up continual Prayers for 
them, that they may rule with Wiſdom and E- 
quity. Sometimes Matters very doubtful are 
brought before them, and yet according to their 
Determination in em, Multitudes are like to be 
made happy or miſerable + They are alſo liable in 
many Caſes to be miſled and miſinformed, to 
their own Prejudice as well as the Hurt of others 
and may have wrong Apprehenſions of thoſe to 
whom they commit their own Cauſe, and the 
Cauſo of their Subjects: And once more, they 
may be liable to thoſe Tranſgreſſions which may 
bring down Judgments from Heaven upon their 
People, (as David's numbering the Iſraelites, and 
Hez.eckiah's not rendering to the Lord according to 
the Benefits done to him, brought Wrath upon Ju- 
dah and Jeruſalem :) And therefore by all theſe 
Conſiderations we are called upon earneſtly to 
pray for them, that God would at all times Guide 
and Direct them, and that, as he promiſed Joſhua, 
he would never fail them nor forſake them, Joſh.1. 5. 
To this let me add, that ſometimes they may 
be concerned in Treaties or Negotiations of ſuc 
a Nature, as may not only affect a Part, but the 
Whole of their Subjects; yea not only their own 


Dominions, but many other States and Kingdoms f 
an 


— 
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. 
and that not only for one Age, but to ſucceeding 
WG ener ations ; and in ſuch extraordinary Caſes they 
want extraordinary Help and Aſſiſtance from Hea- 
en, and therefore ſhould be more fervently 
x pray'd for. 
Once more, if withall, we conſider how many 
* Oppoſitions, Enemies, and Calamities Kings are 
expoſed to, they will appear greatly to want our 
Prayers. Sometimes their Good De ſigns are loaded 
with Objections and Difficulties by lach as are in 
contrary Meaſures and Sentiments about their own 
Tourt. At other times they are threatned by the 
Power and Confederacies of Foreign Adverſaries. 
They are alſo liable to many Dangers from ſecret 
Plots and Conſpiracies: And in ſhort, they are 
ſubject to innumerable Diſeaſes and Caſualties, as 
well as our ſelves; their Breath is in their Noſtrils, 
and in that very Day that Death overtakes them, 
their Thoughts periſh *. So that on theſe accounts 
it is neceſſary we ſhould pray to Him, who is the 
great Preſerver of Men , to continue their Lives, 
to protect their Perſons, and to give them Skill 
"nd Courage to overcome all their Difficulties, 
and all their Enemies, and ſo to perfect every 
22 wiſe and good Undertaking, 
of 4. We ſhould pray for the King, as it is a Proof 
of our Loyalty and Reſpect to him ||. This will fol- 
lo from the former Head; for if there be real- 
ly ſuch Need of our Prayers, we cannot withold 
em without very great Diſreſyect and Want of Af- 
fection. It is natural to with well to thoſe for 
whom we have any Friendſhip or Eſteem ; and 


, 


— 


* Plal. 146. 4. Job 7. 20. 

} has Arguments, with many more, thoſe that are deſirous, 
may enlarg*d upon in. a 17 manner, and much more 
largely, by Dr, Barrow, Vol, I. p. 122. 


when 
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when we would do this in the moſt ſolemm man- 
ner and to the beſt Purpoſes, we make ſuch 
Wiſhes a part of our Prayers. And certainly! 
cannot prove my ſincere and hearty Regard to the 
Welfare of Another, better than in joining my 
Petitions for Him with thoſe that I offer up for 
my own Soul: So that praying for the King muft 
undoubtedly argue much greater Eſteem and duti- 
ful Reſpect for him, than any outward Homage 
or humbling our Bodies before him can do. 

Beſides, as to the generality of People, this is 
the only ſolemn way in which they are capable of 
teſtifying their Loyalty ; and the only way by 

; which they can promote the Kmg's Welfare and 
Proſperity. This, therefore, is a Return that aff 
mould be ready to make, for that Quietneſs, and 
thoſe Mercies they enjoy under the King's Care 
and Government. 

Further, good Princes have particularly re- 
queſted this of their Subjects; and expreſs Orders 
are given for inſerting their Names in the public 
Liturgies, that Men may be obliged to pray for 
them in the moſt diſtincdt manner. If therefor# 
we fail in this, we are guilty of Diſobedience and 
Undutifulneſs to a very high Degree, 

5. By praying for the King, we are moſt likely to 
obtain thoſe things for our ſelves, which would render 
us happy under his Reign and Government, So that 
if we conſult our own Intereſt, it will put us upon 
the Practice of this Duty. *Tis by this means that 
we may hope to live quiet and peaceable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. By this means, we that are 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, may in time poſſibly con- 
vince thoſe that yet retain their Prejudices againſt 
us, of their Miſtakes concerning us; or at leaſt 
by this means we may gain ſuch Favour in the 
Eyes of the King, as to protect us from all their 

Hatred 


# 
. 
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N Hatred and M.win. And if notwithſtanding our 
S .teadineſs to the Intereſt of our Country thro? ſe- 


Who are reſolved to be our Enemies: 


veral Changes and Trials; if notwithſtanding our 


peaceable Behaviour under the greateſt Outrage 


and Inſults of a heated Rabble, as well as under 
the much more diſcouraging Proceedings of the 


higher Powers; I fay, if notwithſtandiag all we 
can do, we cannot gam the good Opinion of thoſe 
yet let us 
by our Prayers ſtill intercede for the Public Wel- 
fare, and even for Theirs : Let us beg the Preſer- 
vation of our Liberties and the Exgliſh Conſtitution, 
and for our Soveraign let us pray, that he may live 
to reign as intirely in the Hearts of al his Sub- 
jets, as he now does in ovrs. 

Let us not be ſollicitous or eagerly concerned 
as to the Treatment we may further meet with, 


but by Prayer and Supplication making known our Re- 


queſts unto God, let us commit our ſelves and our 


* - 
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All to him. 


Thoſe that know not how to make ſucceſsful 
Applications to Princes or Great Men, may yet be 
graciouſly accepted in the Court of Heaven; and 
by that means may ſecretly and unſeen, in a 
ſtrange, but very powerful manner, influence all 
the Affairs of the Public. 

By this means perhaps, the Advantages which 
our Sins have forfeited, may be reſtored; or ſome 
new way found out for the removing our pre- 
ſent Hardſhips. By this means God may change 
the Tempers of thoſe who have hated us without 
a Cauſe, and may encreaſe the Friendſhip of thoſe 
who have always own'd us as Brethren, and may 
render the King a Glorious Inſtrument of uniting 
all his People. And here we may very well make 


uſe of the Words of the Pſalmiſt, and ſay, O God, 
thou haft caſt ud x, thou haft broken us; thou hat 
| C 2 


been 
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been diſpleaſed, O turn thy ſelf to us again. Thou haſt 


made the Earth to tremble, heal the Breaches there- | 
of, for it ſhaketh x. And in all healing Attempts, | 
let the King joy in thy Strength, O Lord, and in 
thy Salvation let him preatly rejoice . 

This, I am perſwaded, if duly attended to, 
would be found the ſureſt and ſhorteſt way of ac- 
compliſhing our beſt Wiſhes ; ſince the God we 
pray to, is able to turn the Hearts of Kings, and 
of all Men, which way ſoever he pleaſes, and can 
over-rule even the moſt contradicting Events, to 
ſerve his own wiſe Purpoſes and Deſigns. Yea 
. further, by Prayer we may avert thoſe Judgments 

which otherwiſe might prevail to eclipſe the Glo- 
ry and allay the Happineſs of our Soveraign in his 
wiſeſt and moſt ſucceſsful Adminiftrations, And, 
as ſometimes the beſt Princes have met with Re- 
bukes thro? the Prophaneſs and Indevotion of their 
People; ſo it ſhould be our Concern, that we do 
not thus bring common Calamities or the Effects 
of any ill Management upon our ſelves. 
6. The laſt Reaſon I ſhall mention why we 
Mould pray for the King, is this, Our Experience 
that it has not been in vain to put up ſuch Prayers unto 
God. We may look upon it as a very great En- 
couragement to renew our Prayers, and to perſe- 
vere in them, that God has both formerly, and 
now of late, done ſo much in return to our Sup- 
plications, The famous Ręvolution in 1688. ought 
always to be number'd amongſt the moſt ſignal and 
eminent Anſwers to Prayer; and, as the Conſe- 
quence of that, we muſt add alſo his preſent Ma- 
/ jeity's Acceſſion to the Threne of theft Kingdoms, 
0 But left it ſhould be thought too much for us to 
5 lay, that what is now brought about is owing to the 
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earneſt Prayers of any particular Set of Men, I 


all content my ſelf only in obſerving theſe Mat- 


ters of Fact; that the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as 
fixed by Law, was with greateſt Concern and Con- 
ſtancy pray'd for amongſt us; and it has now, to 
our ſurprize, taken effeck. The King's ſafe Ar- 
rival after his Proclamation, was till daily pray'd 
for by us; and how remarkably he was favour d 
in all Parts of his Journey, eſpecially by the Winds, 
the Waves and the Seaſon, I need not inform you, 
Theſe, altho* by ſome eſteem'd inconfidecable 
things, yet as they are all under the Direction of 
a Divine Providence, the leaſt of them ſhould not 
be overlook'd by us. 

There 1s, let the Irreligious ſay what they will, 
there is already, ſuch a plain Proof of the Agen- 
cy of Heaven in the raiſing the King to his Throne, 
and ſetting the Crown upon his Head, that all well 
affected Perſons ſhould encourage themſelves 
from thence, in their further Addreſſes to God for 
him: I am much miſtaken if there be not ve 
ſufficient ground to expect far greater Things than 
any we have yet ſeen, 

Tis but a little while ſince We in this Place, 
were fixing our Thoughts on thoſe Expreſſions of 
David, in the cloſe of the Tenth Pſalm, Lord thou 
haſt heard the Deſire of the Humble : Thou wilt pre- 
pare their Heart; thou wilt cauſe thine Ear to hear: 
To judge the Fatherleſs and the Oppreſſed, that the 
Man of the Earth may no more Oppreſs. And fo 
much already has been done for the verifying of 
what was then ſaid, that I cannot forbear think- 
ing, the fervent believing Prayer of the Righte- 


' ous, may, in God's Time, procure the accompliſh- 


ment of what remains. 
It ſeems to be more than a common Day thar 
now opens upon us, in the Proſpect we have, from 
his 
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his Majeſty's DCI ARATIOxN, of compoſing old 
_ Differences. Tho' Men may not be 
_ to think alike, if by ſuch Meaſures th 
may but be brought to think charitably, it is enoug 
to make us Happy. And I believe, after all the 
dangerous Experiments of Ambitious, or poſitive 
Conceited Men, to bring all about them into their 
own Sentiments, this will be found the only ſafe 
and ſucceſsful Attempt to unite us, viz. The re- 
conciling Mens Tempers to one another, whilſt their 
Thoughts are allowed to vary. God only, tis true, 
can ſhed Abroad this Love in our Hearts; and he 
only could inſpire our Soveraign with ſuch Inten- 
tions to Rule over us: As therefore he has effect- 
ed the one, we may with greater Expettation 
Pray for the bringing about of the other. 

Thus let all the Ends of the World, remember, 
and turn unto the Lord: And all the Kindreds of the 
Nations worſhip before him. For the Kingdom is the 
Lord's, and he is the Governour among the Nations, 
Pſal. 22. 27, 28. - | 

I ſhall now cloſe this Diſcourſe with the follow. 
ing Remarks upon it, for our further Inſtruction. 

1. From this Direction to Pray for Kings, we 
ſee where our chief Hope and Truſt ſhould be: Name- 
ly, in that God we pray to, not in thoſe we pray 
for. By our Prayers we acknowledge, in the moſt 
expreſs manner, that earthly Kings are under the 
Direction, and ſubject to the Power of a higher So- 
veraign: And therefore we ſhould conclude with 
the Pſalmiſt, Ir is better to truſt in the Lord than to 
put Confidence in Man : It is better to truſt in the 
Lord than to put Confidence in Princes, Pſal. 118. 8,9. 

| would not, by this, be thought to check the 
glad Expectations, which, amongſt the wiſer and 

1 better part of the Nation, have ſo much carried out 
1 Men's Hearts to our preſent Soveraign; but I 

f would 
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q ould rejoice in being ſerviceable to temper, and qua- 
ay thoſe Expectations, by 8 Truſt aright, 
and engaging you chiefly to hope in him by whom King's 
= reign, and Princes decree Fuftice. 

This is a Point that I wiſh may be throughly eonſi- 
dered and fixed, ſo as that we may not provoke God, by 
a falſe Dependance, to forſake both »s and our King. 
We have been too apt to truſt in thoſe that have fail'd 
us, or been taken from us; and God has ftill many 
ways to chaſtiſe this kind of Idolatry if we continue in 
our Sin and Folly: But if by Faith and Prayer we 

look to him whoſe Throne is in the Heaverfs, the great- 

eſt Things we can expect are not too great for him to 
do. And now, O Lord, What wait we for, our Hope is 
in thee, Pſal. 39. 7. 
6 2. When we are directed to pray for the King, we 
. 


8 
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ſhould take care not to do any Thing that would contraditt 
our Prayers, ether as to God, or our Soveraign. T hat is, 
we ſhould take care not to offend the Being we pray to, 
be by deſpiſing, or diſhonouring him; nor to injure the 
© *? Perſon we pray for, by unadviſed Words or Actions, 
in our common Converſation and Behaviour. 
ns, Exceſſive Drinking, prophane Swearing, and Blaſ- 
> pheming the Name of God, heRoring, quarrelling 
W-: and abuling thoſe that may have ſome Thoughts diffe- 


1, 85 rent from their own, are a Reproach to all that pretend 
we to Religion or Loyalty: And we may well wonder, 
je. © that ſuch Men as are ſetting their Mouths, and harden- 

ing their Hearts, againſt Heaven at all other Times, can 
yet join in the public Prayers of the Church, and ex- 
oft pe to be regarded in ſo doing. Theſe are not, cer- 
he tainly theſe are not, the Supplicants that ſhall prevail 

50- with Heaven; for we are told expreſly, That the 
ith Prayer of the Wicked is an Abomination to the Lord, 
"hs He that pretends to eſpouſe the Intereſt of his King, 
the ſo as to diſhonour his God, whatever he may think, 
\ is one that does his Prince more hurt than good. 

9. Again, ſuch Converſation as ſhall lead Men to Cen- 
the ſure their Governours upon every Thing they diſlike 
and or to dictate and preſcribe to em, where they are 
out neither by their Qualifications nor Buſineſs called to it, 


is very unbecoming, and unſuitable to our 18 
* * | n 
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In praying for the King we ſolemnly commit the Gai 
dance and Direction of him and his Affairs to Goo 
but by ſuch Converſation Men ſet up for Governour: 
and Directors themſelves. And then further, Prayer 
teaches us toaſcribe all Events to a Divine Providence; 
whereas, ſuch Converſation too much fixes our 
Thoughts upon ſecond Cauſes. And then again, for- 
ward and uncautious Talk ſerves only to raiſe Oppo- 
fition to the Things we deſire; or to give handles for 
the carrying on Beli ns that we 2 In theſe In- 
ſtances, therefore, and ſuch as theſe, we ſhould take 
care not to contradi& the Language, or hinder the 
Succeſs of our Addreſſes to Almighty God. | 

3. We ſhould humbly look after our Prayers, to remark 
what Anſwers are given to em. This is neceſſary to our 

lorifying God in one of his Titles, as he has ſtiled 
Finſelf in Scripture, A God hearing Prayer. By this 
means every Mercy will be doubled that we receive, 
(either in Kind, or in Equivalent) upon our requeſting 
of it. And by this means we fhall know how to recti- 
fy our Miſtakes, when at any Time the Courſe of Pro- 
vidence may run counter to our Defjres ; and fo we 
ſhall better learn that great Leſſon of a Chriſtian, 
- Submiſſion to the Will of God, and an unreſerved com- 
mitting all Things to him. Our Obſervations of this 
kind will ſerve generally to convince us, that God 
never denies the Requeſts of thoſe that ſincerely ſeek 
him, but when it is beft ſo to do; and when ſome 
greater future Good is to be brought about thereby. 

But this eſpecially ſhould we continue to Pray, and 
wait for, according to the Direction of the Prophet 
Amos, Chap: 5 21—24. With which Icloſe, That, in- 
ſtead of a falſe Zeal for. the ſolemn Aſſemblies, and crying 
out for the Church, for Burnt- Offerings, Meat Offer- 

ings, and the externals of Worſhip; inſtead of the noiſe 
of Songs, and the melody of Viols, with all the Arts of 
railing a-falſe Joy in the Land, inſtead of theſe Things, 
Iſay, we ſhould pray, That Judgment may run down 
as Waters, and Nel le as a mighty Stream. 


© I 80 70, 


Ertor. P. 16. 1. 21. read commit both their own Cruſe, and, &0- 


